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provide enough motivation for the child to study at school
what his role might be when there is illness in the home.
Both mental and physical aspects are important. The
major purpose of school experiences of this nature should be
to have the pupil realize that caring for the convalescent child
or adult has two parts, the physical and the mental; and that
the boy or girl with imagination can do much to make the
ailing one comfortable and his days of recovery less tedious.
Pupils, if given the opportunity, will soon demonstrate their
imaginative and intellectual differences in the ways they dis-
cover for entertaining and looking after convalescents.
Convalescents wis/i diversion. The children should learn
that entertaining the convalescent means keeping him busy
with or thinking about something interesting to him. A boy
may be interested in flying, motors, or natural history; a girl
in dress, knitting, soap carving, or stories. An important way
of helping might thus be to provide convalescents with new
materials to read, play, or work with so that their attention or
imagination is stirred, and the hours they are awake are
occupied.
The children may learn new things to do at school. One
of the favorite school experiences is to learn to make articles
which convalescents might make of scrap or inexpensive ma-
terials. Yarn, felt, wooden buttons, spools, soap for carving,
old magazines for scrapbooks, old maps, and many other
materials lay the foundation. "Games and Gadgets for the
Convalescent7' might be a bulletin board lead to start the
search for new ideas. The pupils might have a contest in
searching for things a child or grown-up might enjoy doing
in bed or when confined to his room or to the house. Learn-
ing how to act when in a sickroom, or when in charge of a
convalescent, has great appeal to the pupils. At school the
children may work out rules to follow when visiting a patient
in the hospital, when visiting one in his home, and when
caring for a sick child.
L^mOTg feow gfves confidence and skill. There are several
other fends of experiences suitable for the child to have at